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Lawns for South Dakota 
A good lawn is the basis of beautiful home 
grounds. Suitable soil, adap1cd grasses, adequate mois­
ture, proper mowing, regular feeding, and any neces­
sary pest control operations all go into making a good 
lawn. 
SOIL 
Soil for bwns should have a fairly high organic 
content to conserve moisture. Peat, wcll-roned ma­
nure, and compost arc good forms of organic matter. 
A rich loam is good lawn turf soil. The topsoil should 
be at k:ist 4 inches deep. 
An ideal seedbed can be prepared with various 
types of equipment, the important accomplishment 
being a properly graded, firm, but not packed, soil. 
A seedbed with a gradation of soil particle sizes up 
to an inch in diameter is ideal for receiving the .sttd 
and nccCSSJry waterings and also for reducing erosion 
of the topsoil. 
FHTILIIER 
Apply fertiliz.cr at the rate of 2 pounds of actual 
nitrogen per 1,(0) square feet. Work this in10 the soil 
as )'OU prep.:are the new seedbed. 
Fertilizer requirements for choice, established 
lawns range from 4 to 6 pounds of acwal nitrogen per 
year. This should be applied innol less than two prop­
erly timed treatments. Cool-season grasses, as the 
name implies, make their most vigorous growth in 
spring and fall. Fertilizer applied in March and Au­
gun is available to the grass when most needed. Or­
ganic fertilizers arc recommended for use on the lawn 
during the summer months when the grass is growing 
less vigorously. 
SEED 
Kentucky bluegrass is the best recommendation 
in most areas of South Dakota. It will require sup­
plemental watering with water of suitable quality 
during periods of extended droughts. It does not tol­
erate constant heavy shade. 
In sunny and moist areas a seed mixture of 60"/4 
Kentucky bluegrass, 30% Creeping Red fcscue, and 
I0"/0 Redtop is suggested. In heavily shaded areas a 
mixture of 60"/4 Creeping Red fcscue, 30°/4 Kentucky 
bluegrass and 10% Re<hop would be superior. Pack­
aged see<I mixtures closely equaling these percentages 
arc avai1able, or the individual species can be pur• 
chased and mixed at home. About 3 pounds of the 
seed mixture per 1,000 square feet is sufficient. 
In drier arC:ls the Fairway strain of crested wheat­
grass is recommended. Alta or Kentucky 31 fcscuc 
1olera1c considerable drought and shade and can be, 
used to advantage in dry, shady locations. These thr~ 
bunch grasses, having a larger seed size, will rcquirci 
B De2II Martin, E,;t,....,., H<><ti<,,huri1t. •nd 
W,Ui:>m G. Motha.m, Al.ooci>te Profwor ol lloniculturc: 
up to 8 pounds of seed per 1,(0) square feet to estab­
lish the best turf. 
Buffalograss is often satisfactorily used in extreme­
ly dry areas. Seed treated to facilitate planting is avail­
able. Sow at the rate of 2 pounds per !,CO) square feet. 
If Buffalograss sod is available, a lawn may be estab­
lished by planting sod plugs of uniform size in chcclc-
SEEDING AND WATERING 
Uniform seed disLribution is of the utmost im­
portance. A light raking may be necessary to place 
a thin soil layer over the seed. Several thorough but 
gentle applications of water a day may be necessary 
to keep the seeds moist during 1he critical IO- to 20-
day germination period. 
On established lawns the soi l should be kept 
moist throughout at least the top 8 inches. This is best 
accomplished with periodic soakings rather than fre­
quent light sprinklings. 
SODDING 
Establishing a new lawn by sodding is generally 
more expensive than starting a lawn from seed. How­
ever, sodding has the advantage of immediate results. 
In some cases, such as steep slopes, it is often very dif­
ficult to establish a lawn by seeding and the use of sod 
would be very desirable. Soil preparation for sodding 
is the s.'lme as for seeding. 
In some localities it is possible to have sod laid by 
commercial operators. It is also possible to purchase 
cut sod and haul it and lay it yourself. Sod to be cut 
should have received good turf grass cultural prac­
tices, have a dense growth, and be free of weeds for 
best results. In order to do a good job of laying the 
sod, it should be cut with straight sides and have uni­
form thickness. After the sod has bcc:n placed to pro­
vide for firm contact of root area with soil, it should 
be well-watered and rolled. 
MOWING 
Clip the grass to a height of I ¼ to 2 inches and 
remove clippings. Mowing actually does not benefit 
the grass, it merely gives the lawn a neat appearance. 
The importance of a sharp mower cannot be over­
emphasized. 
PEST AND WEED CONTROL 
Pests of turf grass include insects, rodents, weeds, 
an d diseases. 
Many soi l insects can be controlled with chlordane. 
This will often eliminate rodent damage too, suc h as 
that caused by moles. 
Most annual broad-leaved weeds can be controlled 
with 2,4-D weed killer. Avoid the use of this material 
when there is a possibili ty of it drifting to desirable 
broad-leaved shrubs and ornamental plants. Several 
materials are available for the control of annual grassy 
weeds. Commercial products are also available that 
contain insecticides and weedicides, along with ferti­
lizer. 
Among the common fungus diseases of lawns are: 
Brown Patch, Leafspots, Rust, and Snowmold. As is 
the case with all diseases, prevention is the best recom­
mendation for control. Special and broad-spectrum 
fungicides arc available at most garden supply ccn-
Comact your County Extension Agent for the most 
recent pest control recommendations. 
For additional information on pest control, secure 
"Lawn Diseases and How to Control Them," H ome 
and Garden Bulletin No. 61, USDA, and "Lawn In­
sects and How to Control Them," Home and Garden 
Bulletin No. 53, USDA. These bulletins are available 
at County Extension Service offices. 
PRECAUTION: In all cases, when using poi­
sonous pest control materials be sure to follow the 
manufacturer's directions which .appear on the 
container label. Keep these materials under lock 
and key or in a safe place away from children or 
irruponsible persons. 
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